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gPLEASE PASS TO USSS 

*?E.0 . 12065: CDS 9/25/85 (GOLACIN3U, ALAN ) CR-A 

•TAGS: ASEC 

jjSUBJECT: INFORMAI ION CONCERNING ALLEGED COUNTERFEITING LING 

|1. ENTIRE TEXT CONFIDENTIAL. 

| 

{2. ON SEPTEMBER 20, 1979, HAZEMIAN, RASOL (EPOB UNLNOWNl 
ICONTACTEP THE SECURITY OFFICE AND ADVISED THAT HE ,: AD 
^INFORMATION CONCERNING AN ALLEGED INTERNATIONAL COUNTER- 
SFEITING RING DEALING IN O.3. DOLLARS. K A LEM I AN , A HO LAS 
SBEIN INTERVIEWED ON TWO SUBSEQUENT OCCASIONS, H AS PRO- 
"VIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION AS WELL AS WHAT APPEAR TO 
BE TWO COUNTERFEIT U.S. BILLS. 


3. ACCORDING TO SOURCE, THERE IS AN INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION WHICH IS SMUGGLING COUNTERFEIT U.S. DOLLARS 
AND GERMAN MARLS INTO IRAN AND OTHER MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES 
FOR SALE. THE PAPER FOR THE RILLS ALLEGEDLY ORIGINATES 
IN PARIS, BUT THE BILLS ARE REPORTEDLY PRINTED IN ISTANBUL , 
TURIEY. THE ESNCMINATIONS ARE PRIMARILY 50 AMI 100 
DOLLAR BILLS. SOURCE dAS PROVIDED THE RSO WITH ONE 5? 

AND ONE 100 DOLLAR BILL. THE BILLS APPEAR TC HAVE BE™. 
PRODUCED BY A PHOTOMECHANICAL PROCESS AS THE QUALITY OF 
TEE PAPER IS FC'CR , AND THE BILLS LACI REE ANE BLUE FIBERS . 
THIRL IS ALSO A LOSS OF DETAIL ON THE BILLS AND SEVERAL 
MINOR FLAWS. THE 50 DOLLAR BILL IS A SERIES 1974, PACE 
PLATE NO. E 12, EACH PLATE NO. 22, CHECH IETTFR E, QUADBAN ? 
NUMBER 2, FEDERAL RESERVE NUMBER 2, SERIAL NUMBER 
E43771109A AND THE FEDERAL RESERVE BANE IS NEE YO 3 ^:. THE 
100 DOLLAR BILL IS A SERIES 137'-. FACE PLATE NO. C22, 
FEDERAL RESERVE LUMBER 2, BAC . PLATE NUMBER 16, C 5 EC • 

LETTER C, QUADRANT NUMBER 2, SERIAL NUMBER B7QA35537A 
TH2 FEDERAL RESERVE BANS IS NEW YORH . SOURCE WILLINGLY 
TURNEE OVER THE BILLS WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT HE VOID 
NEVER SEE THEM AGAIN. SOURCE, HIMSELF, STATED THAT THE 
BILLS WERE OP POOR QUALITY, ANE AELEE TEAT HE WOULD BE A3LF 
TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL rILLS OF BETTER QUALITY N "XT WEE' . 

thi Alls cv.at ee provided are allegedly j ari :>? > l * ' f 
MILLION DOLLAR SHIPMENT T AT ARRIVED IN TEHRAN DUPING THE 
WEE'ir F SEPTEMDaR 10. A SECOND SHIPMENT OF APPROXIMATELY 
ONE luLLION DOLLARS IS SUPPOSED TO ARRIVE IN TEHRAN TURING 
THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 1. ACCORDING TO SOURCE, TH r BILLS 


THAT ARRIVED DURING THE WEED OF SEPTEMBER 10 WERE PRINTED 
ON POOR PAPER, AND HAD BEEN CUT UNEVENLY. THE OCTOBER 1 
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SHIPMENT IS SUPPOSED TO BE PRINTED ON BETTER QUALITf PAPER. 

SOURCE ADDEr THAT THERE IS A RUSH TO SET THE ONE MILLION 
DOLLAR SEIPMENI INTO TEHRAN 3E CAUSE Cl THE UPCOMING HAEJ. 

4 . SOURCE STATED THAT HIS CONTACT if ITH THE COUNTERFEIT 
ORGANIZATION IS THROUGH TWO TURKISH MALES WHO RESIDE IN 
TEHRAN ON AN IRREGULAR BASIS. THE FIRST INDIVIDUAL, WHO 
Is KNOWN ONLY ST HIS NIC/NAME "SSAFil" (SPELLED PHONETICAY) 

»AS DESCRIBED AS BEING 33-35 YEARS OLD, SHORT IN HEIGHT, 

SHOWN PAIR WITH A MUSTACHE. THE SECOND INDIVIDUAL, AGAIN 
ONLY .NO.VN BY HIS NICKNAME "HOLLIS" (SPELLED PHONETICALLY), 

IS Zl-H Y : ARS OIB, APPROXIMATELY o' 9“ IN HEIGHT, DAKS 
DAI?., AE.iRS a FULL BEARD AND HAS A LARGE SCAR ACROSS HIS 
IACf . HF D ESCRIBED THEIR DRESS AS BEING HIPPY IN STYLE. 

70 ini BEST OP SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGE , BOTH INDIVIDUALS ARE OP 
TDK ’ IS K NATIONALITY AND NEITHER HAVE A POLICE RECORD IN 
IRA' 1 OR TURRET . 

f. CCO-Ci 3 I A *ED THAT HE FIRST CAME INTO CONTACT WITH 
'.*5 I AFPRCXI MAI. ELY THREE YEARS AGO WHEN SHA? : 'I WAS BUYING 
if MS IN IRAN. SOURCE, WHO S FIATS TURKISH, WAS INTRODUCED 
THPCUGK A FRIEND AND SOURCE ASSISTED SHAFKI IN THE PURCHASE 
0? VEHICLES. SOURCE WENT ON TO SAY THAT HE HAD GIVEN 
StAKI MONEY TO PURCHASE A CAR FOR HIM, BUT SHAFT I DIS- 
APPEARED WITH HIS MONEY WITHOUT PRODUCING THE CAR. APPROX- 
IMATE! Y 2= DAYS AGO, SOURCE HEARD TP AT SHAPE I WAS BA Cl IN 
•TOWN /N7 WAS A TIE 10 MACS CONTACT WITH HIM. SOURCE'S 
MtTIVD FCK CONTACTING SHAI'I WAS TO ATTEMPT TO RECOVER PIS 
LOST MONEY. DURING HIS MEETING WITH SHAFKI, HE WAS OFFERED 
A POSITION IN THE RCIE OF “MARKETING AGENT" FOR THE COUNTER- 
FEIT BILLS. SOURCE STATED THAT PE WAS TRUSTED BY SHARK I 
SI'CAlSi EL HAD NEVER TURNED HIM INTO THE POLICE WHEN 
SEA? II -15 APPEARED WITH HIS MONEY . IT IS SOURCE'S UNDER- 
STANDING THAT SHAT I AN 7 HOLLIS SELL THE MONEY IN IRAN FOR 
SOMEONE IN TURNEY. IN ADDITION, HE STATE! 1 THAT SHARK I 
AND HOLLIS DO NOT BRING THE MONEY INTO I RAM THEMSELVES, BUT 
IT IS SMUGGLED IN TO THEM. HE BELIEVES THAT MOST OF THE 
CURRENCY CO v ES IN BY TRUCK. SHAPKI AND HOLLIS. IN TURN, 

US a minsrus like source to sell the currency. SOURCE 

ALSO STATED TB.-T T.iEY UTILIZE YOUNG FOREIGN* NATIONALS TO 
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PASS THE MONET ON A SMALLEE SCALE. (COMMENT : THERE IS A 
BIG MARS IT FOR HARE CURRENCY IN IRAN AT THIS TIME AS MANY 
IRANIANS ARE DESPERATE TO SET THEIR MONET OUT OF THE 
CODNTRT.) THE COUNTERFEIT DOLLARS ARE SOLE FOR RIALS AND 
IKE PIALS ARE THEN EXCHANGED ON THE BLACKMARfCET FOR REAL 
DOLLARS AND/OR OTHER HARD CURRENCT. 

c. SOURCE CLAIMS THAT HE HAD NOT TET A5REED TO JOIN THE 
ORSANI ZATION , BUT IS WILLIN3 TO JOIN IF THIS OFFICE FEELS 
It WOULD BENEFIT AN INVESTIGATION. SOURCE HAS STATED THAT 
HE WOULD OBTAIN PRECISE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 
IDENTITIES OF THF SUPPLIERS IN FRANCE AND TURKEY, AS WELL 
-AS THE ITINERARY OF THE NETT SHIPMENT IF HE WERE TO BECOME 
-MORE INVOLVED WITH THE RING . SOURCE INQUIRED AS TO 
'WHETHER CF NCT HE SHOULD ACCEPT THEIR OFFER OF JOINING THEM. 
5P.SO ADVISED THAT HE SHOULD WAIT FOR FURTHER GUIDANCE. 

‘7 . ON S ZPTFM3ER 25, SOURCE CONTACTED RSC AND ADVISED 
i'r-AT SFAFU AND TWC OTHER UNIDENTIFIED MALES WOULD BE 
(DEPARTING TEHRAN ON SEPTEMBER 2? FOR GERMANY BY BUS. 

^SOURCE 3SLIEVASTHAT THEIR FINAL DESTINATION IN GERMANY WILL 
Iff FRANLFURI . RSO has DETERMINED THAT the IRAN-PAYMA 
I bus COMPANY RUNS A DAILY BUS FROM TEHRAN TO MUNICH VIA 
’ISTANBUL. THE BUS DEPARTS DAILY AT 1900 HOURS ARRIVING 
(IN ISTANBUL 45 HOURS LATER WITH A 24 HOUR LAYOVER AND 
CFti-iir CF BUS, THEN CONTINUING TC MUNICH. THE BUS COMPANY 
IS - IPORTEDLY TUR'ISH AND IS REGISTERED TO THF AL3PICH CO. 
T-F.il IS ALSO A HUS SERVICE TO ISTANBUL FROM TEHRAN PRO- 
VIDED BY THE MIKAN-TOUH COMPANY WHICH DEPARTS AT 1900 HOURS 
DAILY. TRAVEL TIME IS 48 HOURS WITH CONNECTIONS AVAILABLE 
TC GERMANY. SOURCE IS ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE MORE PRECISE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE IDENTIFIES OF THE TRAVELERS AS 
WELL AS THEIR ITINERARIES. THIS INFORMATION WILL BE TRANS- 
MITTED IF ANI WHEN DETERMINED . 

S. SU3PECI BILLS ARE BEING POUCHED TO A/SY/CC, REGISTRY " 
ICR APPROPRIATE EXAMINATION. WOULD APPRECIATE RESULTS OF 
EXAMINATION . 

-. THIS INFORMATION, ALTHOUGH ADMITTEDLY SKETCHY , IS PRO- 
VIDED FOR EVALUATION BY U.S.S.S. U.5.S.S. PARIS MA' DEEM 
WORTHWHILE PURSUING LEAD CONCERNING TBAVEL OF INDIVIDUALS 
(CITED ABOV E)TC GERMANY. RSO WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE 
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY SOURCE IF IT IS CONSIDERED HELPFUL 
BUT IS RELUCTANT TO ENCOURAGE SOURCE TO BECOME ACTIVELY 
INVOLVED WITH ALLEGED RING DUE TC LOCAL POLITICAL /SEC DR ITT 
SITUATION. ALSO, COORDINATION WITH IRANIAN NATIONAL POLICE 
IS NOT AN OPTION AVAILABLE TO US SINCE THE POLICE DO NOT 
REPRESENT A VIABLE AUTHORITY AT THIS TIME. 

10. FOR U.S.S.S.: REQUEST U.S.S.S. ADVISE WHAT AC”ION 
( AND/A INFORMATION IT DESIRES FROM THIS OFFICE. TELE- 
GRAPH C TRAFFIC SHOULD BE HANDLED ST CHANNEL THROUGH RSO 

( PAR II OR DOS . 

11. for A/ST: REQUEST GUIDANCE ON EXTENT TO WHICH 

, THIS OFFICE SHOULD PURSUE THIS INFORMATION. LAINSEN 
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EO 120654 fiDS 9/25/85 (GOLACINSKI, ALAN) OR-A 
TAGS: ASEC 

SUBJECT: UNKNOWN PASSER ISTANBUL, FILE 123-2 119-S 
REF: YOUR 037437, DATED 9/25/79 

1. ENTIRE TEXT CONFIDENTIAL. 


2. SUBJECT RASOL KAZEMI AN IS NOT OF PRIOR RECORD WITH THE USSS 
PARIS, HOWEVER THE SPECIMEN COUNTERFIET $50 AND $100 NOTES DES- 
CRIBED IN YOUR TELEX ARE OF RECORD UNDER INDICATIVE NUMBERS 

12 A 66 17, AND 12A 6508, RESPECTIVELY, UNDER PARENT NOTE 
12 A 64 9 1 , THAT FIRST APPEARED IN DAMASCUS IN JULY, 1977. 

3. SINCE THAT TIME NOTES OF THIS GROUP HAVE PROLIFERATED 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

4. IN MARCH 1978 A PLANT WHICH ALLEGEDLY PRINTED THE PARENT GROUP 
AND SWISS FRANCS WAS SEIZED IN THE USKUDAR DISTRICT OF ISTANBUL. 
THE PRINTER, MAUMUT IPEK, WAS ARRESTED AND NAMED ELEVEN OTHER 
INDIVIDUALS AS ASSOCIATES IN THE OPERATION. ALSO SEIZED 

WERE A PRESS, NEGATIVES, PLATES, 1600 COUNTERFIET $100 US, AND 
AN UNKNOWN NUMBER OF CYPRUS LIRAS. 


('for) 


3. DURING INTERROGATION, IPEK ADMITTED PRINTING THE U.S. 

NOTES AND FURTHER STATED THAT "ONE MILLION U.S. DOLLARS -WERE SENT 
TO SYRIA SO THAT IT COULD BE DISTRIBUTED TO ALL OVER THE WORLD FROM 
THERE." 

6. IT IS NOT CERTAIN IF ALL THE NEGATIVES AND PLATES 

WERE SEIZED. THE POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT A CURRENT PRINTING IS 
IN PROGRESS, HOWEVER, THE NOTES REFERRED TO 

BY KAZEMIAN MAY BE REMNANTS OF THE UNACCOUNTED FOR $1 MILL-10* 
REPORTED BY IPEK. 

7. THE U3SS IN PARIS WOULD LIKE TO MEET WITH KAZEMIAN, BUT yOOtS 
PREFER THE MEETING OCCUR IN TURKEY. 

THE EXACT LOCATION, DATE, AND TIME COULD BE AGREED UPON BETWEEN 
KAZEMIAN, YOUR OFFICE AND USSS PARIS. 

8. REGARDING KAZEMIAN JOINING THE COUNTERFEIT OPERATION, 

THE USSS STRONGLY SUGGESTS THAT HE NOT BECOME INVOLVED IN 
UNLAWFUL ACTIVITY. USSS CANNOT ASSIST SHOULD HE BE 
ARRESTED BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

9 IF NECESSARY, USSS PARIS WILL INCUR THE COST OF KAZEMIAN 'S 
TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM THE MEETING WITH AN AGENT OUTSIDE 
IRAN. 


10. AT THE MEETING KAZEMIAN WILL BE EXPECTED TO FURNISH 
INVESTIGATIVE INFORMATION ON ALL PRINCIPALS INVOLVED AND TO 
PROVIDE AS MANY SPECIMENS OF THE COUNTERFIET NOTES AS POSSIBLE. 

11. USSS REWARD POLICY FOR INFORMATION IS BASED ENTIRELY ON THE 
RESC.rs OF THE INVESTIGATION. THIS DECISION WILL BE MADE SUBSEQUENT 
TO AiiY ARRESTS AND SEIZURES OF COUNTERFIET NOTES. 

12. PLEASE APPROACH KAZEMIAN WITH THE AFOREMENTIONED INFORMATION 
AND INFORM USSS PARIS OF HIS DECISION TO MEET WITH THE AGENT. 

IS. THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE IN THIS MATTER. 

HARTM'-N 
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SECRET NOFORN DOCK !. DL- 100-79 
DELIVER TO POCK LAM? : r * , TPOL 7 U.ER ONLY 
r ' TCP MG ATKINSON AND COL WINNER ONLY FROM COL SCHAEFER 
SUB J : COUNTER PARTS IN WASHINGTON CU> 

REF UR SECRET DOCK LAMP 2766 DTG 271409Z MAR 79 

1. CS/NOFORN) WE HEARTELY CONCUR THAT IS IS IN THE BEST 
U.S. INTEREST TO AID OUR COUNTERPARTS IN U.S. HOWEVFR AMB 
SUL L I V A N DOES NOT FAVORABLY CONSIDER USE OF DIP POUCH FOR 
SENDING FUNDS, BUT SUGGESTED WE INVESTIGATE OTHER MEANS FOR 
MAKING TRANSACTIONS. THIS WE HAVE DONE. 

2. CS/NOFRCN' IF APPRCX 7 TO 9 THOUSAND DOLLARS IS THE 
TOTAL AMOUNT, WE CAN MANIPULATE THE TRANSACTION IN 
ANOTHER MANNER, THE MONEY CAN BE GIVEN TO D ATT AS IF IT 
WERE PAYMENT FOR A VEHICLE. FINANCE WILL THEN EXCHANGE 
FOR DOLLARS (PAPER T ANSACT ION ONLY) AND A CHECK WILL BE 
SWT FROM PARIS TO DATT OR DATT’S BANK IN U.S t THE BIG 
ADVANTAGE WITH THIS PROCESS IS THAT THE OFFICIAL IRANIAN 
EXCHANGE RATE OF 74 RIALS TO DOLLAR IN TEHRAN IS MUCH 
BETTER THAN 150 RIALS TO THE DOLLAR IN U.S. 

PEW 3 1 MAR 99 REAS 7 
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9 APR 1979 


Colonel Thomas Schaefer 
USDAO Tehran 


Dear Colonel Schaefer, 

(U) Please refer to our DOCK LAMP 2746, 27 Mar 79, and your reply 
DL-100-79, 31 Mar 79. 

(U) Appreciate your reply and concur that alternative way sounds 
better. 


(S/NQFORN) Enclosed find an unsealed envelope containing a check 
and a letter from Captain Baharmast to his sister-in-law. Request 
you put local postage on the envelope and mail it somewhere outside 
of Embassy grounds. Please seal before mailing! 

(S/NOFORN) The letter states that you will call M rs. Fat emah Davari 
(from a. public £hone) within a few days after the~1etter has'Been — ~ 
mailed in Tehran, and asks that she meet with you per your instructions 
to effect the cash transfer. Mrs. Davari's phone number is 68 73 88. 

(S/NOFORN) We worked out the above procedure based on the assumption 
that Embassy phones and local mail probably are under surveillance. 
Procedures for forwarding cash to Captain Baharmast here will be at 
ycur discretion. Let me know how I may help. 


(U) General Tighe appreciates your help in this matter, as do all 
others concerned. Good luck in this effort, as with all the other 
challenges you now face. I hope things start looking up there. 


1 Enclosure a/s 


Sincerely 



DONN C. WINNER 
Colonel, USAF 
Chief, Foreign Liaison 
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